
From: Raina Allan
To: Lani Buckheit
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Re- Support HRC Community Parklets in Healdsburg, CA
Date: Monday, April 7, 2025 7:48:19 AM
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________________________________________
RAINA ALLAN, CMC, CPMC | City Clerk/Public Information Officer
City of Healdsburg | City Manager’s Office
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 431-3316
rallan@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov



 

 
From: David Hagele <dhagele@Healdsburg.gov> 
Sent: Monday, April 7, 2025 7:33 AM
To: Raina Allan <rallan@Healdsburg.gov>; Jeff Kay <jkay@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Re- Support HRC Community Parklets in Healdsburg, CA
 
Hi Raina, (and Jeff via cc),
 
Attached are all the emails I’ve (we’ve) received as of this morning at 7:32 a.m. from
“Jotform”.
 
Thank you 
 
David L. Hagele
Councilmember,

City of Healdsburg
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA  95448
(707) 578-7800 • DHagele@Healdsburg.gov
 
Note:   All e-mail communications through this e-mail account are public documents.



From: Raina Allan
To: Lani Buckheit
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Re: Support HRC Community Parklets in Healdsburg, CA
Date: Monday, April 7, 2025 7:50:36 AM
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________________________________________
RAINA ALLAN, CMC, CPMC | City Clerk/Public Information Officer
City of Healdsburg | City Manager’s Office
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 431-3316
rallan@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov

 

 
From: Jeff Kay <jkay@Healdsburg.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, April 3, 2025 11:46 AM
To: Larry Zimmer <lzimmer@Healdsburg.gov>; Raina Allan <rallan@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Re: Support HRC Community Parklets in Healdsburg, CA

 
 
 
From: David Hagele <dhagele@Healdsburg.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, April 3, 2025 11:44 AM
To: Jeff Kay <jkay@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] - Re: Support HRC Community Parklets in Healdsburg, CA

 
 
 
David Hagele
Councilmember,
City of Healdsburg

Begin forwarded message:

From: Jotform <noreply@jotform.com>
Date: April 3, 2025 at 11:43:11 AM PDT
To: Ronald Edwards <redwards@healdsburg.gov>, David Hagele







From: Raina Allan
To: Lani Buckheit
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Re: Support HRC Community Parklets in Healdsburg, CA
Date: Monday, April 7, 2025 7:50:44 AM
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________________________________________
RAINA ALLAN, CMC, CPMC | City Clerk/Public Information Officer
City of Healdsburg | City Manager’s Office
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 431-3316
rallan@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov

 

 
From: Jeff Kay <jkay@Healdsburg.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, April 3, 2025 11:45 AM
To: Larry Zimmer <lzimmer@Healdsburg.gov>; Raina Allan <rallan@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Re: Support HRC Community Parklets in Healdsburg, CA

 
 
 
From: David Hagele <dhagele@Healdsburg.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, April 3, 2025 11:44 AM
To: Jeff Kay <jkay@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] - Re: Support HRC Community Parklets in Healdsburg, CA

 
 
 
David Hagele
Councilmember,
City of Healdsburg

Begin forwarded message:

From: Jotform <noreply@jotform.com>
Date: April 3, 2025 at 11:42:13 AM PDT
To: Ronald Edwards <redwards@healdsburg.gov>, David Hagele







From: Raina Allan
To: Lani Buckheit
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Re: Support HRC Community Parklets in Healdsburg, CA
Date: Monday, April 7, 2025 7:50:50 AM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png
image006.png

 
 
________________________________________
RAINA ALLAN, CMC, CPMC | City Clerk/Public Information Officer
City of Healdsburg | City Manager’s Office
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 431-3316
rallan@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov

 

 
From: Jeff Kay <jkay@Healdsburg.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, April 3, 2025 11:45 AM
To: Raina Allan <rallan@Healdsburg.gov>; Larry Zimmer <lzimmer@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Re: Support HRC Community Parklets in Healdsburg, CA

 
Guessing there will be more of these forthcoming.
 
From: David Hagele <dhagele@Healdsburg.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, April 3, 2025 11:44 AM
To: Jeff Kay <jkay@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] - Re: Support HRC Community Parklets in Healdsburg, CA

 
 
 
David Hagele
Councilmember,
City of Healdsburg

Begin forwarded message:

From: Jotform <noreply@jotform.com>
Date: April 3, 2025 at 11:40:23 AM PDT
To: Ronald Edwards <redwards@healdsburg.gov>, David Hagele



































































































































































































































































From: Raina Allan
To: Lani Buckheit
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Re: Parklets
Date: Monday, April 7, 2025 7:48:45 AM
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________________________________________
RAINA ALLAN, CMC, CPMC | City Clerk/Public Information Officer
City of Healdsburg | City Manager’s Office
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 431-3316
rallan@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov

 

 
From: Mark Themig <mthemig@Healdsburg.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, April 3, 2025 4:20 PM
To: Larry Zimmer <lzimmer@Healdsburg.gov>; Raina Allan <rallan@Healdsburg.gov>; Jeff Kay
<jkay@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Re: Parklets

 
Forwarding this email that went to the Mayor on…
 
Mark
 

 
From: William Hemenger <williamchemenger@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, April 3, 2025 3:48 PM
To: Mark Themig <mthemig@Healdsburg.gov>; Evelyn Mitchell <emitchell@Healdsburg.gov>
Cc: Matt Milde <mmilde@Healdsburg.gov>; Larry Zimmer <lzimmer@Healdsburg.gov>



Subject: [EXTERNAL] - Re: Parklets

 

[CAUTION:] This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

 
I understand the issue of parklets are coming up yet again in the April 7th docket. 
 
Again most people we know oppose these parklets. 
 
- only used when businesses are open - wasting 18 hours of the day being closed to
parking 
- if a business is so successful they need more space - go find bigger space and rent
from a property owner in town!
- a shoe store that has a parking lot - uses public parking spots to operate a garage
sale looking operation daily??
- this is PUBLIC land - give it back to us
- COVID was YEARS ago - this is not needed. 

 
Thanks, Bill 

 
 
On Mon, Feb 27, 2023 at 7:24 AM Mark Themig <mthemig@healdsburg.gov> wrote:

Good Morning Bill –
 
In February, 2022 City Council decided to make the parklet program an ongoing
program. The program is planned to be reviewed again in 2025. There are new
guidelines and fees associated with the program.
 
You can download a copy of the ongoing parklet program guidelines from the
Public Works permitting page: https://healdsburg.gov/306/Documents-Forms-
Permits.
 
Here is a link to the City Council meeting agenda packet where they considered
making the program ongoing:
http://healdsburgca.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_Meeting.aspx?ID=2094.
 
Mark
 
MARK THEMIG |  Community Services Director
City of Healdsburg, Community Services Department
1557 Healdsburg Ave. Healdsburg, CA 95448
707.431.3116  |   cityofhealdsburg.org   |   Facebook
_____________________________________

Click Here to Register for Classes



 
From: William Hemenger <williamchemenger@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, February 26, 2023 1:49 PM
To: Matt Milde <mmilde@Healdsburg.gov>
Cc: Mark Themig <mthemig@Healdsburg.gov>; Dave Jahns
<djahns@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: Re: Parklets
 
Hi now that we are well into 2023 I would like an update on the parklets. I see there
has been no agenda items on city hall meetings. 
 
Also bravo for Wurst to get rid of the wasted space they were taking up for two years by
deterring people to come park shop and spend money in our stores. I think one person
used it in all of the time. 
 
How about Healdsburg running store? If they need additional retail space there are
plenty of open spots in the area. Or is it now the city’s position to subsidize covered
expensive square footage so all the shops can extend their real estate footprint on the
backs of the tax payers of Healdsburg? Sure they pay a modest fee but we are not in
the business of giving away public space for free. 
 
When is that permit expiring and what possible rationale is there to have that
blocked? 

Thanks, Bill

 
 

On Dec 20, 2021, at 1:01 PM, Matt Milde <mmilde@healdsburg.gov>
wrote:

Hi Bill,
 
See my responses in red below.
 
Thank you!
 
MATT MILDE, CPRP  |  Facilities and Events Supervisor



City of Healdsburg, Community Services Department
1557 Healdsburg Ave. Healdsburg, CA 95448
707.431.3128  |  mmilde@healdsburg.gov

 

From: William Hemenger <williamchemenger@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, December 17, 2021 5:27 PM
To: Matt Milde <mmilde@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: Re: Parklets
 
Matt, See below; 
 
1) Their current permit (issued at the start of the pandemic) is expiring
Dec 31st and had loose aesthetic requirements due to the rush to help
businesses stay afloat at a time when there were no indoor operations
for restaurants/tasting rooms. 
 
Yes, I clearly understand that - along with everyone else on earth
that WAS the reason - to state this is insulting and unnecessary. 
 
My intention was not to insult but to help explain why parklets have a
varying level of aesthetic requirements. Two parklet programs are running
simultaneously until the end of this month, and an ongoing program is in
development, so it can get confusing. I am glad you understand.   
 
2) Both businesses have applied for a temporary extension, and we are
verifying their compliance under stricter guidelines as approved by City
Council.
 
Please send me those stricter guidelines. WHo is enforcing these
new guidelines - what is are the specific name(s) of these
enforcers? 
 
The current guidelines can be downloaded from our website, where you
can find information on enforcement, inspections, and violations.
 
3) Businesses are not required to keep tables/chairs in their parklets
when not operating, and many secure them indoors. 
 
These two businesses have never ever had a table, a chair, or even
a customer in the roped off area. It has never ever been used. Both
businesses are operated only during the day so this is very easy to
monitor. Again if they are not going to use the space you are taking
away PUBLIC space that the rest of us PAY for. 
 
I appreciate your observations and opinion. Thank you.



 
4) While there is no specific requirement for providing a measurable
level of use under the temporary programs, this requirement will be
worked into any ongoing parklet program that would outlive the
pandemic / temporary parklet programs.
 
What? Either there is or there is not. Are you saying there was NOT
a "measurable level of use" prior but now there will be? Please
point to me where that is spelled out in the new guidelines
approved by the City Council.
 
Under our current parklet guidelines, there is no specific requirement
regarding the level of use. At their Dec 6 meeting, the Healdsburg City
Council recommended that policies under the Ongoing Parklet Program
include criteria to increase activation of downtown parklets.
 
We need to see a MAJOR level of improvement and standards as
far as aesthetics (the one at Pizzando looks like a shanty homeless
tent encampment).  
 
Parklet guidelines under the extended parklet program do not permit
temporary tenting. Pizzando has applied for a Temporary Parklet Permit
extension and must remove their tenting by Dec 31st or upon approval of
their new permit, whichever comes first.  
 
What is the new rational in extending this now that there is NO limitation
on indoor capacity at any establishment?
 
In short, the temporary parklet permit extension is intended to outlive the
current emergency order as businesses recoup from losses incurred
during the pandemic. Additionally, should health orders change for the
worse, businesses have available outdoor space to continue providing
onsite service. I would encourage you to visit our outreach page as it has
taken months of community outreach and direction from City Council to
get us to where we are now with the parklets.     
 
Who is the City Council person in charge of this program? 
 
Parklet program management is done in collaboration with the Community
Services, Public Works, Police, Fire, Utilities, Planning, and Building
Departments. City Council as a whole provides direction to City staff on
the program duration and policies.  



 
We occasionally send out e-blasts regarding upcoming engagement
sessions and program updates as they occur. Please let me know if you
would like me to add your e-mail the list.  
 
Thanks, Bill 

 
 
On Fri, Dec 17, 2021 at 5:12 PM Matt Milde <mmilde@healdsburg.gov>
wrote:

Hi Bill,
 
Yes, the Wurst and Williamson Wines next door has a permit to operate
in those parking stalls. Their current permit (issued at the start of the
pandemic) is expiring Dec 31st and had loose aesthetic requirements
due to the rush to help businesses stay afloat at a time when there were
no indoor operations for restaurants/tasting rooms. Both businesses
have applied for a temporary extension, and we are verifying their
compliance under stricter guidelines as approved by City Council.
Businesses are not required to keep tables/chairs in their parklets when
not operating, and many secure them indoors. My understanding is that
both businesses have benefitted from the outdoor service, hence their
desire to extend. While there is no specific requirement for providing a
measurable level of use under the temporary programs, this
requirement will be worked into any ongoing parklet program that would
outlive the pandemic / temporary parklet programs.
 
Thank you for reaching out.
 
MATT MILDE, CPRP  |  Facilities and Events Supervisor
City of Healdsburg, Community Services Department
1557 Healdsburg Ave. Healdsburg, CA 95448
707.431.3128  |  mmilde@healdsburg.gov

 

From: William Hemenger <williamchemenger@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 13, 2021 11:33 AM
To: Matt Milde <mmilde@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: Re: Parklets
 



Matt, I have been traveling and just getting settled back home. 
 
I was curious of the parklets out front of Wurst and Wiliamson Wines
on Matheson. There has never been tables or chairs, they do not
serve out there and it looks horrible. 
 
What is the purpose of blocking off public space and parking if it is
not being used? 
 
Thanks, Bill 

 
 
On Mon, Nov 22, 2021 at 7:34 PM William Hemenger
<williamchemenger@gmail.com> wrote:

Matt, Are you the right person to contact about the parklets in
town? 
 
Thanks, Bill 

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Raina Allan <rallan@healdsburg.gov>
Date: Mon, Nov 22, 2021 at 5:54 PM
Subject: RE: Parklets
To: William Hemenger <williamchemenger@gmail.com>
 

Hi William,
 
I would start with Matt Milde. He can reached at
mmilde@healdsburg.gov.
 
Best Regards,
 
RAINA ALLAN |  City Clerk
City of Healdsburg City Manager’s Office
401 Grove Street. Healdsburg, CA 95448
707.431.3316  |   Healdsburg.gov

 

From: William Hemenger <williamchemenger@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, November 22, 2021 5:27 PM
To: Raina Allan <rallan@Healdsburg.gov>



Subject: Parklets
 
Raina, I would like to contact the person in charge of the parklets in
town. Thanks for getting me that contact info. 
 
Thanks, Bill 



From: Jil Hales
To: Larry Zimmer; City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] - Item 9A: Parklet Program Review
Date: Sunday, April 6, 2025 10:59:06 PM

[CAUTION:] This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

Dear Mr. Zimmer and Members of the Healdsburg City
Council, 
 

As I will be unable to make the April 7th meeting I
appreciate the opportunity to share some thoughts
around the ongoing Parklet Program.
 

While entirely supportive of the program when it was
initiated as a necessary response to helping businesses
grapple with the financial burdens we experienced in
respond to Covid, the parklet program has since taken on
a life of its own that has fundamentally changed the way
the downtown is perceived and, I would argue,
experienced. Driving down Healdsburg Avenue today,
where one used to see a mix of unique architectural styles
and storefront displays the view is now one of uninspiring
wooden structures, many of the screened, obscuring both
the architecture and the vitality of the businesses behind
them. Only sporadically occupied in good weather, for most
of the year they are empty shells, especially depressing in
winter.

 

They have also acerbated the longstanding problem
Healdsburg has with a lack of adequate parking in the
downtown. My frustration with how the City has (not)
dealt with this issue, which affects stakeholders, residents,
and visitors alike, comes from both my tenure on the
Planning Commission where I saw multiple costly parking



studies never acted upon, and from experiencing the
decline of customers from nearby towns and cities who no
longer come to Healdsburg to shop and dine because “it’s
not worth the effort trying to park.” 40  spaces have been
lost to parklets. No alternative parking options outside the
downtown with clear signage that might help mitigate
congestion of cars circling the Plaza in search of parking
has ever, to my knowledge, even been considered. 

Originally intended to help restaurants comply with safe
distance dining, parklets now include retail and tasting
rooms. While they may serve some retail businesses, has a
study been done whether the parklets have in fact helped
the bottom line of the majority of businesses who felt
compelled to commit to the ongoing costs of constructing
and maintaining them year round? 

 

By all means lets see existing parklets kept in good repair-
many are not -  and ensure they are safe…but the larger
question we should be asking is whether it is time for a
broader discussion about the long term benefits to
continuing - much less expanding- the program. We all love
how dining spills out of restaurants toward the street in many
foreign countries but what has worked for centuries so
successfully elsewhere is not what we have created in
Healdsburg.  Whether from a car or strolling, the city’s
objective should be a visual invitation to participate in our
unique food, wine and mercantile culture, not filling the
public sphere with poorly designed parklets that impede flow,
limit visual access, and have in fact reduced the number of
parking spaces in an already congested part of our beautiful
downtown. 



    Thank you for considering these thoughts,

Jil Hales

     Barndiva | Studio Barndiva
     231- 237 Center Street
    



From: Whitney Hopkins
To: Publicworks; City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] - Parklets
Date: Friday, April 4, 2025 11:00:15 AM

[CAUTION:] This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

Hello Healdsburg City Council members, and Public Works,

Wanted to drop a quick line to say that I think it's time to take a break from the downtown
parklets, and get rid of them. While there may be a few of these spaces that get more use, I
think that the majority of the parklets are underutilized spaces at this point - particularly in the
cool and wet months. I have also noticed parklets that remain after a business leaves which
seems unnecessary. It should have been a requirement that the parklet be removed if the
business that installed it leaves.

I find that some days I don't shop in the downtown shops or grab a coffee or bite at the bakery
because there isn't anywhere to quickly park in the vicinity - even a few blocks away. The
parklets are partly responsible for the additional congestion since they have taken parking
spaces out of use. I am happy to walk, and do walk downtown whenever I can, but I don't
always have the time to walk from home. In addition to removing parklets I think it might be
helpful to consider adding a few more short term parking spaces (ie 30 minutes) to encourage
more turn over for quick shopping downtown.

Thanks for your consideration,
Whitney



From: Raina Allan
To: Lani Buckheit
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Fwd: 6 injured after vehicle collides with parklet in San Francisco – NBC Bay Area
Date: Monday, April 7, 2025 7:35:38 AM
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________________________________________
RAINA ALLAN, CMC, CPMC | City Clerk/Public Information Officer
City of Healdsburg | City Manager’s Office
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 431-3316
rallan@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov

 

 
From: Jeff Kay <jkay@Healdsburg.gov> 
Sent: Saturday, April 5, 2025 8:20 AM
To: Raina Allan <rallan@Healdsburg.gov>; Larry Zimmer <lzimmer@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] - Fwd: 6 injured after vehicle collides with parklet in San Francisco – NBC
Bay Area

 

Begin forwarded message:

From: E Peter Seghesio <pseghesio@mac.com>
Date: April 5, 2025 at 6:17:23 AM PDT
To: Evelyn Mitchell <emitchell@healdsburg.gov>
Cc: Chris Herrod <JHerrod@healdsburg.gov>, "Biddle, Michael G."
<MBiddle@bwslaw.com>, Jeff Kay <jkay@healdsburg.gov>, Mark Horne
<mr1horne@me.com>, Ariel Kelley <akelley@healdsburg.gov>, Ronald
Edwards <REdwards@healdsburg.gov>, David Hagele
<dhagele@healdsburg.gov>, Cathy Seghesio <pcsegh@sonic.net>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] - Fwd: 6 injured after vehicle collides with parklet in San
Francisco – NBC Bay Area





From: E Peter Seghesio <pseghesio@mac.com>
Subject: 6 injured after vehicle collides with parklet in San
Francisco – NBC Bay Area
Date: April 5, 2025 at 7:50:44 AM CDT
To: E Peter Seghesio <pseghesio@mac.com>
 

https://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/san-francisco/6-
injured-after-vehicle-collides-with-parklet-in-san-
francisco/3788230/

Sent from my iPad

 



From: Raina Allan
To: Lani Buckheit
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - My Input on the Parklet Program
Date: Monday, April 7, 2025 7:44:51 AM
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________________________________________
RAINA ALLAN, CMC, CPMC | City Clerk/Public Information Officer
City of Healdsburg | City Manager’s Office
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 431-3316
rallan@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov

 

 
From: Scott Mann <smann@Healdsburg.gov> 
Sent: Friday, April 4, 2025 7:28 AM
To: Larry Zimmer <lzimmer@Healdsburg.gov>
Cc: Raina Allan <rallan@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - My Input on the Parklet Program
 
Pro-Parklet
 
Thank You
 
Scott Mann
Public Works Engineering Technician
City of Healdsburg | Public Works
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 473-4469 | Mobile (707) 303-5494
smann@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov

 
From: cdmiller451@gmail.com <cdmiller451@gmail.com> 



Sent: Thursday, April 3, 2025 4:52 PM
To: Publicworks <Publicworks@Healdsburg.gov>
Cc: susanmmiller450@icloud.com
Subject: [EXTERNAL] - My Input on the Parklet Program
 

[CAUTION:] This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

 
Please seriously consider continuing to allow the parklet program within the city of Healdsburg. 
Some restaurants have been able to increase their capacity greatly, allowing them to increase their
business revenue in these challenging times.  Guiso Fusion stands out as a perfect example of how
having that additional seating has helped them be successful.  The loss of the few parking spots in
place of the parklets is more than worth supporting our small businesses in downtown.  There is
adequate parking all around downtown, especially when you include the parking areas off of Vine
street, just a block away from the Plaza.
 
Please continue to support our small businesses by continuing this valuable program.
 
Clyde and Susan Miller



From: Raina Allan
To: Lani Buckheit
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Parklet program
Date: Monday, April 7, 2025 7:32:48 AM
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________________________________________
RAINA ALLAN, CMC, CPMC | City Clerk/Public Information Officer
City of Healdsburg | City Manager’s Office
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 431-3316
rallan@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov

 

 
From: Scott Mann <smann@Healdsburg.gov> 
Sent: Monday, April 7, 2025 7:09 AM
To: Larry Zimmer <lzimmer@Healdsburg.gov>
Cc: Raina Allan <rallan@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Parklet program

 
No on parklets around the square
 
Thank You
 
Scott Mann
Public Works Engineering Technician
City of Healdsburg | Public Works
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 473-4469 | Mobile (707) 303-5494
smann@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov

 
From: Rachelle Chong <rachellechong@gmail.com> 



Sent: Sunday, April 6, 2025 9:19 AM
To: Publicworks <Publicworks@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] - Parklet program

 

[CAUTION:] This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

 

Dear Public Works team 
 
I  am writing to express my views regarding the Parklet policy.   Around the plaza we need
to keep 100% parking for tourists and patrons of the many businesses and restaurants
there.  I suggest two one slot loading zone yellow area for pick up and drop off of seniors
or handicapped persons.   I also suggest more Parking signage about the large parking
lot between North and Matheson on the plaza to direct vehicles there.  
 
On nearby side streets the same should be true.  On Plaza between Center and East, one
entire side of parking is subsumed by three Parklets- winery, Mexican restaurant and
wine shop/ wine tasting.  This is too much!  The only one that really “needs it” is the
Mexican restaurant which is large inside.  The other wine parklets sit empty 95% of the
time but have reduced critical parking spots on Plaza.  
 
The city parking lot at East and Plaza needs upgrading in terms of the asphalt.  There is
plenty of parking for seniors.  
 
I am glad to see some EV charging spots arriving also!  We need some elsewhere around
the town particularly in the north area.  The Big John’s lot ones are broken and should be
replaced. 
 
Thank you. 
Sincerely 

Rachelle Chong 
Law Office of Rachelle Chong 

 



From: Raina Allan
To: Lani Buckheit
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Parklet Program
Date: Monday, April 7, 2025 7:32:53 AM

________________________________________
RAINA ALLAN, CMC, CPMC | City Clerk/Public Information Officer
City of Healdsburg | City Manager’s Office
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 431-3316
rallan@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Scott Mann <smann@Healdsburg.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 7, 2025 7:08 AM
To: Larry Zimmer <lzimmer@Healdsburg.gov>
Cc: Raina Allan <rallan@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Parklet Program

No on continuing the parklet program

Thank You

Scott Mann
Public Works Engineering Technician
City of Healdsburg | Public Works
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 473-4469 | Mobile (707) 303-5494 smann@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Monique Verrier <monique@costill.com>
Sent: Saturday, April 5, 2025 10:18 AM
To: David Hagele <dhagele@Healdsburg.gov>; Chris Herrod <JHerrod@Healdsburg.gov>; Evelyn Mitchell
<emitchell@Healdsburg.gov>; Ronald Edwards <REdwards@Healdsburg.gov>; Ariel Kelley
<akelley@Healdsburg.gov>
Cc: Publicworks <Publicworks@Healdsburg.gov>; christian@weeklys.com
Subject: [EXTERNAL] - Parklet Program

[CAUTION:] This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or
clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Hi --

I understand you are reviewing the parklet program and soliciting input.

The CC allowed parklets during Covid to help businesses continue to operate.  At that time, less parking was
required because people were



staying home.   Now we are in normal times and we have reasonably
pre-Covid tourism and pre-Covid demand for parking. My family rarely
shops downtown because of parking.    In my opinion, the parklets on
some of the stores, like HRC, give Healdsburg a total flea market
vibe.    They have a store and they actually are right next to a parking
lot that they are apparently saving for their customers - at the expense
of parking for the rest of us.     I also understand that we'll be
losing even more parking with the new intersection laws.    It was a
good idea and vital for the City to support businesses during Covid but I think the time has come for the City to get
out of the retail landlord business and give full access of the streets and parking back to the residents.

I urge you to vote to terminate the parklet program or move to restrict it to restaurants only in order to free up
parking and keep our Plaza looking classy.

Monique Verrier



From: Raina Allan
To: Lani Buckheit
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Parklet program
Date: Monday, April 7, 2025 7:32:33 AM
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________________________________________
RAINA ALLAN, CMC, CPMC | City Clerk/Public Information Officer
City of Healdsburg | City Manager’s Office
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 431-3316
rallan@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov

 

 
From: Scott Mann <smann@Healdsburg.gov> 
Sent: Monday, April 7, 2025 7:10 AM
To: Larry Zimmer <lzimmer@Healdsburg.gov>
Cc: Raina Allan <rallan@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Parklet program

 
No on parklets
 
Thank You
 
Scott Mann
Public Works Engineering Technician
City of Healdsburg | Public Works
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 473-4469 | Mobile (707) 303-5494
smann@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov

 
From: Linda M <linmansell@gmail.com> 



Sent: Sunday, April 6, 2025 1:51 PM
To: Publicworks <Publicworks@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] - Parklet program

 

[CAUTION:] This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

 
As a full time resident in Healdsburg, I am ready for some or all of the parklets to go
away.  I find it incredibly frustrating to not be able to find parking to pick up goods
downtown or get to an appointment at a downtown business. The spots that are now
unused are particularly frustrating and don’t even get me started on how the shoe store
(running company) qualified for this program? 
 
If we do decide to keep the program I’d suggest rule changes so that a parklet permit
expires when the business closes (street parking restored), limit the # of spaces per
block—  and only food/wine businesses are eligible.  
 
I’m also in favor of charging for downtown area parking and having free lots on the
extreme ends of town with a shuttle/trolley/flat-fee Uber up? Or use city hall? 
 
 

Sent from Linda’s iPad



From: Raina Allan
To: Lani Buckheit
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Parklets
Date: Monday, April 7, 2025 7:39:18 AM
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________________________________________
RAINA ALLAN, CMC, CPMC | City Clerk/Public Information Officer
City of Healdsburg | City Manager’s Office
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 431-3316
rallan@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov

 

 
From: Scott Mann <smann@Healdsburg.gov> 
Sent: Friday, April 4, 2025 11:12 AM
To: Larry Zimmer <lzimmer@Healdsburg.gov>
Cc: Raina Allan <rallan@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Parklets

 
Another no on parklets
 
Thank You
 
Scott Mann
Public Works Engineering Technician
City of Healdsburg | Public Works
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 473-4469 | Mobile (707) 303-5494
smann@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov

 
From: Whitney Hopkins <whithop@gmail.com> 



Sent: Friday, April 4, 2025 11:00 AM
To: Publicworks <Publicworks@Healdsburg.gov>; City Council <CityCouncil@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] - Parklets

 

[CAUTION:] This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

 
Hello Healdsburg City Council members, and Public Works,
 
Wanted to drop a quick line to say that I think it's time to take a break from the downtown
parklets, and get rid of them. While there may be a few of these spaces that get more
use, I think that the majority of the parklets are underutilized spaces at this point -
particularly in the cool and wet months. I have also noticed parklets that remain after a
business leaves which seems unnecessary. It should have been a requirement that the
parklet be removed if the business that installed it leaves.
 
I find that some days I don't shop in the downtown shops or grab a coffee or bite at the
bakery because there isn't anywhere to quickly park in the vicinity - even a few blocks
away. The parklets are partly responsible for the additional congestion since they have
taken parking spaces out of use. I am happy to walk, and do walk downtown whenever I
can, but I don't always have the time to walk from home. In addition to removing parklets
I think it might be helpful to consider adding a few more short term parking spaces (ie 30
minutes) to encourage more turn over for quick shopping downtown.
 
Thanks for your consideration,
Whitney



From: Raina Allan
To: Lani Buckheit
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - PARKLETS
Date: Monday, April 7, 2025 7:39:25 AM
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________________________________________
RAINA ALLAN, CMC, CPMC | City Clerk/Public Information Officer
City of Healdsburg | City Manager’s Office
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 431-3316
rallan@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov

 

 
From: Scott Mann <smann@Healdsburg.gov> 
Sent: Friday, April 4, 2025 11:11 AM
To: Larry Zimmer <lzimmer@Healdsburg.gov>
Cc: Raina Allan <rallan@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - PARKLETS

 
No on continuing the parklet program
 
Thank You
 
Scott Mann
Public Works Engineering Technician
City of Healdsburg | Public Works
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 473-4469 | Mobile (707) 303-5494
smann@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov

 
From: tpdevitt@gmail.com <tpdevitt@gmail.com> 



Sent: Friday, April 4, 2025 11:07 AM
To: Publicworks <Publicworks@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] - PARKLETS

 

[CAUTION:] This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

 
The parklets served us well in trying circumstances.  However I think
they should be eliminated now.  The need is no longer there, and they
are a safety hazard to both pedestrians and drivers.  Most are also not
attractive.
 
Tom Devitt



From: Raina Allan
To: Lani Buckheit
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Parklets
Date: Monday, April 7, 2025 7:32:01 AM

________________________________________
RAINA ALLAN, CMC, CPMC | City Clerk/Public Information Officer
City of Healdsburg | City Manager’s Office
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 431-3316
rallan@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Scott Mann <smann@Healdsburg.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 7, 2025 7:11 AM
To: Larry Zimmer <lzimmer@Healdsburg.gov>
Cc: Raina Allan <rallan@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Parklets

No on parklets

Thank You

Scott Mann
Public Works Engineering Technician
City of Healdsburg | Public Works
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 473-4469 | Mobile (707) 303-5494 smann@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: johuma@comcast.net <johuma@comcast.net>
Sent: Sunday, April 6, 2025 7:16 PM
To: Publicworks <Publicworks@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] - Parklets

[CAUTION:] This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or
clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Hello,
I am writing to express my opinion on our local Parklets.
I believe it is time for the City to eliminate the program.
They are an eyesore and nuisance to drivers and pedestrians.
Thank you,
Frances Sindicich
John Manning

Sent from my iPad





From: Raina Allan
To: Lani Buckheit
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Parklets
Date: Monday, April 7, 2025 7:32:26 AM
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________________________________________
RAINA ALLAN, CMC, CPMC | City Clerk/Public Information Officer
City of Healdsburg | City Manager’s Office
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 431-3316
rallan@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov

 

 
From: Scott Mann <smann@Healdsburg.gov> 
Sent: Monday, April 7, 2025 7:11 AM
To: Larry Zimmer <lzimmer@Healdsburg.gov>
Cc: Raina Allan <rallan@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Parklets

 
Yes on parklets
 
Thank You
 
Scott Mann
Public Works Engineering Technician
City of Healdsburg | Public Works
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 473-4469 | Mobile (707) 303-5494
smann@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov

 
From: Ray Holley <rayholley@mac.com> 



Sent: Sunday, April 6, 2025 2:55 PM
To: Publicworks <Publicworks@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] - Parklets

 

[CAUTION:] This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

 
Hello, I’m emailing to weigh in on the parklets discussion.
 
I moved to Healdsburg in 1988, and soon joined what was then called the Economic Development
Coalition. In addition to city/chamber discussions about the local business environment, a regular
lament was ”how do we expand the social and economic impact and success of the Plaza?” At that
time, Plaza businesses were more diverse, with a stockbroker, a travel agent, office supplies and
other local-serving businesses, but it was clear that the transformation had begun, and the vision of
the 1982 R/UDAT report was coming toward us.
 
Businesses right around the Plaza seemed to be more successful than those even a block away, and
catalyst projects like Hotel Healdsburg accelerated the transformation. In the intervening years, the
“Plaza Effect” has migrated out a bit, especially north south along Center Street and Healdsburg
Avenue, but “being on the Plaza” is still the goal of many businesses.
 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the City (and other municipalities) began to experiment with
parklets. An act born of desperation and creativity accomplished what we all dreamed about back in
the 1980s and 1990s. Parklets have essentially expanded the “Plaza Effect” – right there on the Plaza
and on adjacent blocks. Now that businesses have access to both indoor and outdoor dining and
display space, they can serve more customers, be successful, pay taxes and fess, and add energy
and vitality to the downtown environment. We can’t add more buildings to the Plaza, but you can (and
did) add more energy and capacity.
 
It would be a shame if you outlawed parklets or made them too difficult or costly to utilize. The
downtown area would go back to focusing on cars, with interesting shops and sidewalks surrounding
a nice park, rather than an innovative and successful blended space, that favors pedestrians and
invites people to linger.
 
I’m aware that some folks aren’t happy if they see a parking space filled with people instead on cars,
but I remind you that from the 1982 R/UDAT through now, every study, every plan, every vision is for a
friendly and walkable downtown. Please don’t back away from that achievement.
 
While we’re on the topic of parking, I appreciate the 5-minute and 15-minute zones downtown.
They’re perfect for a coffee, bakery, ice cream, or taco pickup, and it’s nice to see them turning over. 
 
Lastly (also about parking), we’ve had a foot surgery, a knee surgery and a hip surgery in my house
over the last decade, and being able to use a temporary disabled parking placard allowed us to
participate in downtown activities. Given the trend of aging Healdsburgers, perhaps you can ask





From: Raina Allan
To: Lani Buckheit
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Public Comment: Equity in Curb Space – Why Parklets Shouldn’t Be Replaced by Free Parking
Date: Monday, April 7, 2025 7:39:11 AM
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________________________________________
RAINA ALLAN, CMC, CPMC | City Clerk/Public Information Officer
City of Healdsburg | City Manager’s Office
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 431-3316
rallan@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov

 

 
From: Scott Mann <smann@Healdsburg.gov> 
Sent: Friday, April 4, 2025 11:28 AM
To: Larry Zimmer <lzimmer@Healdsburg.gov>
Cc: Raina Allan <rallan@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Public Comment: Equity in Curb Space – Why Parklets Shouldn’t Be
Replaced by Free Parking

 
Not sure how to categorize this one.
 
Thank You
 
Scott Mann
Public Works Engineering Technician
City of Healdsburg | Public Works
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 473-4469 | Mobile (707) 303-5494
smann@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov

 



From: Ron Dobley <ron@dobley.com> 
Sent: Friday, April 4, 2025 11:25 AM
To: Larry Zimmer <lzimmer@Healdsburg.gov>; Scott Mann <smann@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] - Public Comment: Equity in Curb Space – Why Parklets Shouldn’t Be Replaced
by Free Parking

 

[CAUTION:] This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

 

Public Comment: Equity in Curb Space – Why Parklets Shouldn’t Be Replaced by Free
Parking

Dear Councilmembers,

If the City of Healdsburg moves to ban parklets in favor of returning space to free public
parking, I respectfully urge you to consider the equity and economics of how our curb space is
allocated.

Currently, parklets—dynamic spaces that bring life, business, and community to our
downtown—are either directly paid for by businesses or supported by city investment.
Meanwhile, adjacent curbside parking remains free, even though it occupies the same high-
demand public real estate. This means we are effectively subsidizing car storage while
charging rent for community space.

Free Parking Isn’t Free

As urban planning expert Donald Shoup explains in The High Cost of Free Parking, free
parking distorts the value of land and encourages unnecessary driving, congestion, and
pollution. Cities across the country are recognizing this and moving toward demand-based
paid parking to:

Improve parking turnover
Reduce traffic congestion and circling
Fund transportation and infrastructure improvements

Case Study: SFpark

San Francisco implemented SFpark, a demand-responsive pricing system. The results were
measurable and significant:

A 30% increase in parking availability
Reduced vehicle miles traveled
Enhanced business performance near priced spaces

Healdsburg’s Own Numbers Tell the Story



At $1.63 per square foot, a standard parking space downtown (ranging from 144 to 198 square
feet) would be valued at $235 to $323 per month—exactly what many businesses are now
paying for parklet spaces.

To match that cost, free parking would need to be replaced with metered rates in the range of:

$8–$11 per day, or
$1.00–$1.50 per hour, assuming 10 hours of paid parking each day

A Better Policy: Paid Parking is Fair Parking

If parklets are removed, the space they leave behind should not be given away. It should be
priced fairly, based on demand, just as we do with any valuable public asset.

Revenue from paid parking could be reinvested in:

Downtown beautification
Transit and bike infrastructure
A small business grant program or future parklet improvements

Let’s make sure Healdsburg’s curb space policy reflects our values—equity, community, and
fiscal responsibility.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Yours truly,

Ron Dobley



From: Raina Allan
To: Lani Buckheit
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Public Comment: Equity in Curb Space – Why Parklets Shouldn’t Be Replaced by Free Parking
Date: Monday, April 7, 2025 7:37:52 AM
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________________________________________
RAINA ALLAN, CMC, CPMC | City Clerk/Public Information Officer
City of Healdsburg | City Manager’s Office
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 431-3316
rallan@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov

 

 
From: Jeff Kay <jkay@Healdsburg.gov> 
Sent: Friday, April 4, 2025 3:23 PM
To: Larry Zimmer <lzimmer@Healdsburg.gov>; Raina Allan <rallan@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Public Comment: Equity in Curb Space – Why Parklets Shouldn’t Be
Replaced by Free Parking

 
 
 
From: David Hagele <dhagele@Healdsburg.gov> 
Sent: Friday, April 4, 2025 11:31 AM
To: Ron Dobley <ron@dobley.com>; Jeff Kay <jkay@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] - Public Comment: Equity in Curb Space – Why Parklets Shouldn’t Be
Replaced by Free Parking

 
Thanks Ron,
 
 
David L. Hagele
Councilmember,
City of Healdsburg
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA  95448
(707) 578-7800 • DHagele@Healdsburg.gov



 
Note:  All e-mail communications through this e-mail account are public documents.
 

On Apr 4, 2025, at 11:24 AM, Ron Dobley <ron@dobley.com> wrote:

[CAUTION:] This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening
attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

 

Public Comment: Equity in Curb Space – Why Parklets Shouldn’t Be
Replaced by Free Parking

Dear Councilmembers,

If the City of Healdsburg moves to ban parklets in favor of returning space to free
public parking, I respectfully urge you to consider the equity and economics of
how our curb space is allocated.

Currently, parklets—dynamic spaces that bring life, business, and community to
our downtown—are either directly paid for by businesses or supported by city
investment. Meanwhile, adjacent curbside parking remains free, even though it
occupies the same high-demand public real estate. This means we are effectively
subsidizing car storage while charging rent for community space.

Free Parking Isn’t Free

As urban planning expert Donald Shoup explains in The High Cost of Free
Parking, free parking distorts the value of land and encourages unnecessary
driving, congestion, and pollution. Cities across the country are recognizing this
and moving toward demand-based paid parking to:

Improve parking turnover
Reduce traffic congestion and circling
Fund transportation and infrastructure improvements

Case Study: SFpark

San Francisco implemented SFpark, a demand-responsive pricing system. The
results were measurable and significant:

A 30% increase in parking availability
Reduced vehicle miles traveled
Enhanced business performance near priced spaces



Healdsburg’s Own Numbers Tell the Story

At $1.63 per square foot, a standard parking space downtown (ranging from 144
to 198 square feet) would be valued at $235 to $323 per month—exactly what
many businesses are now paying for parklet spaces.

To match that cost, free parking would need to be replaced with metered rates in
the range of:

$8–$11 per day, or
$1.00–$1.50 per hour, assuming 10 hours of paid parking each day

A Better Policy: Paid Parking is Fair Parking

If parklets are removed, the space they leave behind should not be given away. It
should be priced fairly, based on demand, just as we do with any valuable public
asset.

Revenue from paid parking could be reinvested in:

Downtown beautification
Transit and bike infrastructure
A small business grant program or future parklet improvements

Let’s make sure Healdsburg’s curb space policy reflects our values—equity,
community, and fiscal responsibility.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Yours truly,

Ron Dobley





Here is a link to the City Council meeting agenda packet where they considered
making the program ongoing:
http://healdsburgca.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_Meeting.aspx?ID=2094.
 
Mark
 
MARK THEMIG |  Community Services Director
City of Healdsburg, Community Services Department
1557 Healdsburg Ave. Healdsburg, CA 95448
707.431.3116  |   cityofhealdsburg.org   |   Facebook
_____________________________________

Click Here to Register for Classes

 

From: William Hemenger <williamchemenger@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, February 26, 2023 1:49 PM
To: Matt Milde <mmilde@Healdsburg.gov>
Cc: Mark Themig <mthemig@Healdsburg.gov>; Dave Jahns
<djahns@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: Re: Parklets
 
Hi now that we are well into 2023 I would like an update on the parklets. I see there
has been no agenda items on city hall meetings. 
 
Also bravo for Wurst to get rid of the wasted space they were taking up for two years by
deterring people to come park shop and spend money in our stores. I think one person
used it in all of the time. 
 
How about Healdsburg running store? If they need additional retail space there are
plenty of open spots in the area. Or is it now the city’s position to subsidize covered
expensive square footage so all the shops can extend their real estate footprint on the
backs of the tax payers of Healdsburg? Sure they pay a modest fee but we are not in
the business of giving away public space for free. 
 
When is that permit expiring and what possible rationale is there to have that
blocked? 

Thanks, Bill

 
 



On Dec 20, 2021, at 1:01 PM, Matt Milde <mmilde@healdsburg.gov>
wrote:

Hi Bill,
 
See my responses in red below.
 
Thank you!
 
MATT MILDE, CPRP  |  Facilities and Events Supervisor
City of Healdsburg, Community Services Department
1557 Healdsburg Ave. Healdsburg, CA 95448
707.431.3128  |  mmilde@healdsburg.gov

 

From: William Hemenger <williamchemenger@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, December 17, 2021 5:27 PM
To: Matt Milde <mmilde@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: Re: Parklets
 
Matt, See below; 
 
1) Their current permit (issued at the start of the pandemic) is expiring
Dec 31st and had loose aesthetic requirements due to the rush to help
businesses stay afloat at a time when there were no indoor operations
for restaurants/tasting rooms. 
 
Yes, I clearly understand that - along with everyone else on earth
that WAS the reason - to state this is insulting and unnecessary. 
 
My intention was not to insult but to help explain why parklets have a
varying level of aesthetic requirements. Two parklet programs are running
simultaneously until the end of this month, and an ongoing program is in
development, so it can get confusing. I am glad you understand.   
 
2) Both businesses have applied for a temporary extension, and we are
verifying their compliance under stricter guidelines as approved by City
Council.
 
Please send me those stricter guidelines. WHo is enforcing these
new guidelines - what is are the specific name(s) of these
enforcers? 
 
The current guidelines can be downloaded from our website, where you



can find information on enforcement, inspections, and violations.
 
3) Businesses are not required to keep tables/chairs in their parklets
when not operating, and many secure them indoors. 
 
These two businesses have never ever had a table, a chair, or even
a customer in the roped off area. It has never ever been used. Both
businesses are operated only during the day so this is very easy to
monitor. Again if they are not going to use the space you are taking
away PUBLIC space that the rest of us PAY for. 
 
I appreciate your observations and opinion. Thank you.
 
4) While there is no specific requirement for providing a measurable
level of use under the temporary programs, this requirement will be
worked into any ongoing parklet program that would outlive the
pandemic / temporary parklet programs.
 
What? Either there is or there is not. Are you saying there was NOT
a "measurable level of use" prior but now there will be? Please
point to me where that is spelled out in the new guidelines
approved by the City Council.
 
Under our current parklet guidelines, there is no specific requirement
regarding the level of use. At their Dec 6 meeting, the Healdsburg City
Council recommended that policies under the Ongoing Parklet Program
include criteria to increase activation of downtown parklets.
 
We need to see a MAJOR level of improvement and standards as
far as aesthetics (the one at Pizzando looks like a shanty homeless
tent encampment).  
 
Parklet guidelines under the extended parklet program do not permit
temporary tenting. Pizzando has applied for a Temporary Parklet Permit
extension and must remove their tenting by Dec 31st or upon approval of
their new permit, whichever comes first.  
 
What is the new rational in extending this now that there is NO
limitation on indoor capacity at any establishment?
 
In short, the temporary parklet permit extension is intended to outlive the
current emergency order as businesses recoup from losses incurred
during the pandemic. Additionally, should health orders change for the
worse, businesses have available outdoor space to continue providing



onsite service. I would encourage you to visit our outreach page as it has
taken months of community outreach and direction from City Council to
get us to where we are now with the parklets.     
 
Who is the City Council person in charge of this program? 
 
Parklet program management is done in collaboration with the Community
Services, Public Works, Police, Fire, Utilities, Planning, and Building
Departments. City Council as a whole provides direction to City staff on
the program duration and policies.  
 
We occasionally send out e-blasts regarding upcoming engagement
sessions and program updates as they occur. Please let me know if you
would like me to add your e-mail the list.  
 
Thanks, Bill 

 
 
On Fri, Dec 17, 2021 at 5:12 PM Matt Milde <mmilde@healdsburg.gov>
wrote:

Hi Bill,
 
Yes, the Wurst and Williamson Wines next door has a permit to operate
in those parking stalls. Their current permit (issued at the start of the
pandemic) is expiring Dec 31st and had loose aesthetic requirements
due to the rush to help businesses stay afloat at a time when there were
no indoor operations for restaurants/tasting rooms. Both businesses
have applied for a temporary extension, and we are verifying their
compliance under stricter guidelines as approved by City Council.
Businesses are not required to keep tables/chairs in their parklets when
not operating, and many secure them indoors. My understanding is that
both businesses have benefitted from the outdoor service, hence their
desire to extend. While there is no specific requirement for providing a
measurable level of use under the temporary programs, this
requirement will be worked into any ongoing parklet program that would
outlive the pandemic / temporary parklet programs.
 
Thank you for reaching out.



 
MATT MILDE, CPRP  |  Facilities and Events Supervisor
City of Healdsburg, Community Services Department
1557 Healdsburg Ave. Healdsburg, CA 95448
707.431.3128  |  mmilde@healdsburg.gov

 

From: William Hemenger <williamchemenger@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 13, 2021 11:33 AM
To: Matt Milde <mmilde@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: Re: Parklets
 
Matt, I have been traveling and just getting settled back home. 
 
I was curious of the parklets out front of Wurst and Wiliamson Wines
on Matheson. There has never been tables or chairs, they do not
serve out there and it looks horrible. 
 
What is the purpose of blocking off public space and parking if it is
not being used? 
 
Thanks, Bill 
415.307.0715
 
 
On Mon, Nov 22, 2021 at 7:34 PM William Hemenger
<williamchemenger@gmail.com> wrote:

Matt, Are you the right person to contact about the parklets in
town? 
 
Thanks, Bill 

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Raina Allan <rallan@healdsburg.gov>
Date: Mon, Nov 22, 2021 at 5:54 PM
Subject: RE: Parklets
To: William Hemenger <williamchemenger@gmail.com>
 

Hi William,
 
I would start with Matt Milde. He can reached at
mmilde@healdsburg.gov.



 
Best Regards,
 
RAINA ALLAN |  City Clerk
City of Healdsburg City Manager’s Office
401 Grove Street. Healdsburg, CA 95448
707.431.3316  |   Healdsburg.gov

 

From: William Hemenger <williamchemenger@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, November 22, 2021 5:27 PM
To: Raina Allan <rallan@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: Parklets
 
Raina, I would like to contact the person in charge of the parklets in
town. Thanks for getting me that contact info. 
 
Thanks, Bill 



From: Raina Allan
To: Lani Buckheit
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Re: Thanks So Much For the Ongoing Parklet Program / HRC Community Parklet is Priceless

for Our Community, Charities and City Events
Date: Monday, April 7, 2025 7:34:55 AM
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________________________________________
RAINA ALLAN, CMC, CPMC | City Clerk/Public Information Officer
City of Healdsburg | City Manager’s Office
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 431-3316
rallan@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov

 

 
From: Evelyn Mitchell <emitchell@Healdsburg.gov> 
Sent: Saturday, April 5, 2025 12:47 PM
To: Raina Allan <rallan@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: Fw: [EXTERNAL] - Re: Thanks So Much For the Ongoing Parklet Program / HRC Community
Parklet is Priceless for Our Community, Charities and City Events

 
      Please forward to the rest of the council.
 
Thanks.
 

EVELYN L. MITCHELL |   Mayor

City of Healdsburg 
401 Grove Street. Healdsburg, CA 95448
707.953.2226  |   Healdsburg.gov

From: Holly - HRC <holly@healdsburgrunningcompany.com>





many community events like school jog-a-thons are out of the HRC community Parklet! 

Thank You,

Skip Brand

 
Trail Surfer
skip brand, ph.d
founder healdsburg running company
director, Lake Sonoma Race Series 
co-founder TrailSurfr
intern Trail Surfing Camps & Tours

 

skip@skipbrand.com
fb: healdsburgrunningcompany
instragram: healdsburgrunningcompany
web: healdsburgrunningcompany.com

skip@healdsburgrunningcamp.com
 
 

 



From: Raina Allan
To: Lani Buckheit
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - UNPARK THE PARKLETS
Date: Monday, April 7, 2025 7:32:41 AM
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________________________________________
RAINA ALLAN, CMC, CPMC | City Clerk/Public Information Officer
City of Healdsburg | City Manager’s Office
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 431-3316
rallan@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov

 

 
From: Scott Mann <smann@Healdsburg.gov> 
Sent: Monday, April 7, 2025 7:09 AM
To: Larry Zimmer <lzimmer@Healdsburg.gov>
Cc: Raina Allan <rallan@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - UNPARK THE PARKLETS

 
Anti-parklet
 
Thank You
 
Scott Mann
Public Works Engineering Technician
City of Healdsburg | Public Works
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 473-4469 | Mobile (707) 303-5494
smann@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov

 
From: mccann40@comcast.net <mccann40@comcast.net> 



Sent: Sunday, April 6, 2025 10:53 AM
To: David Hagele <dhagele@Healdsburg.gov>; Evelyn Mitchell <emitchell@Healdsburg.gov>; Ronald
Edwards <REdwards@Healdsburg.gov>; Chris Herrod <JHerrod@Healdsburg.gov>; Chris Herrod
<JHerrod@Healdsburg.gov>; Publicworks <Publicworks@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] - UNPARK THE PARKLETS

 

[CAUTION:] This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

 

UNPARK THE PARKLETS

DPW should do the right thing for Healdsburg residents: remove the makeshift food pits
and give the expensive parking spaces back to taxpayers. Parklet is the big fancy wine
country word for “shanty,” a small crudely built shack. Despite the pleasant, well-kept
historic charm of Healdsburg, the makeshift “parklets” used for overpriced dining and
“wine tasting”, charging $25-$50 for 5-6 ounces of debatable quality wine, diminish the
character of the town, to hot dog stand status. The city council’s pursuit of tax dollars
and votes is nothing short of despicable amazement. Healdsburg property owners,
paying big tax dollars, rely on the city council and departments to provide and maintain
essential community services not to cater to the downtown money pit. Throughout the
COVID-19 panic, local businesses received gracious support from residents allowing
temporary structures, in their parking spaces, to provide an open-air space to serve
customers. Covid has long been over, but the city keeps collecting fees for structures
that remain. Now, the shanties, which seem to be part of the merchant’s business plan,
is to permanently convert 40-50 parking spaces at Healdsburg taxpayer expense and
inconvenience. The publicly funded space that shanties occupy increase revenue for
both the owners and local politicians with no positive reciprocal value to taxpayers. The
tax paying residents are not only subsidizing the whining downtown businesses, the
“city” enjoys collecting fees, sales tax, TOT from said mentioned merchants for their pet
political projects. The resident taxpayers, without their consent, lose their parking
spaces as well as having the DPW wasting time servicing the whining merchants instead
of providing services to the residents, especially in the neighborhoods. Adding absurdity
to the tragic comedy, these shanties, on a very high demand day, are used only for 4- 6
hours, otherwise they remain vacant. For 25 years, Dry Creek/Healdsburg Avenue, along
with neighborhood sidewalks, streets, and 101 entrances, have been in deplorable
condition, needing repairs to sidewalks, landscaping, lighting, signage, etc. The
downtown tasting rooms and food businesses which residents supported during Covid,
do not even get a thank you from the merchants, Chamber of Commerce or city Council
let alone a discount for residents for putting up with higher prices, traffic, crime,



accidents and idiots riding those horrible blue electric bikes.  Just another Healdsburg
scam.

 

Kevin J. McCann

Healdsburg

 



From: Larry Zimmer
To: Scott Mann; Raina Allan; Lani Buckheit
Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] - Parklet feedback
Date: Friday, April 4, 2025 2:30:48 PM

Sent from my cell phone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Kim Dow <dow@dowhouse.com>
Date: April 4, 2025 at 12:23:02 PM PDT
To: Larry Zimmer <lzimmer@healdsburg.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] - Parklet feedback

[CAUTION:] This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening
attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

I get the sense that there are lots of thoughts on this issue, but as a downtown
business owner who walks around a fair bit, my feedback: parklets should not be
allowed to impede into the sidewalk AT ALL. Some of them leave barely enough
room for single-file pedestrians, and even less so when service staff is in action.

Perhaps some existing ones might be grandfathered on this front, but it would be
great to see this requirement incorporated going forward.

Thanks!

---
kim dow
dow@dowhouse.com
find me on facebook
dowhouse.com



Noah Jeppson  
 

 

City of Healdsburg 
Public Works Department 
401 Grove Street 
Healdsburg, CA 95448 
publicworks@healdsburg.gov 

April 6, 2025 

 

RE: Parklet Program Update 

Dear Healdsburg City Officials, 

I am writing to express my strong support for the continuation of the Parklet Program in Healdsburg. As a local 
resident, I’ve witnessed firsthand how these small public spaces have enhanced the fabric of our town—contributing 
to a more welcoming, people-centered downtown that reflects Healdsburg’s values and lifestyle. 

Healdsburg is uniquely positioned as a walkable and bikeable community. Our compact downtown, tree-lined 
streets, and active public spaces are a large part of what makes this town so livable and vibrant. Parklets support and 
amplify this character, providing places to rest, socialize, and enjoy our surroundings. While they require 
repurposing a few on-street parking spaces, the benefits they deliver to residents, businesses, and visitors far 
outweigh the modest loss in vehicle storage. 

Across the country, data shows that parklets consistently lead to increased foot traffic, longer visitor dwell times, 
and boosts in adjacent business revenue—often by as much as 10–20%. They also create more opportunities for 
spontaneous interaction and local storytelling, helping people feel connected not only to the places they frequent, but 
to the community. 

As more people seek outdoor spaces that support health, connection, and beauty, parklets offer a timely and 
accessible way to improve our public realm. They can incorporate shade, greenery, and accessible seating that serve 
everyone—from seniors and families to cyclists and passersby. In a town like Healdsburg, where residents and 
visitors alike value the outdoors and human-scale experiences, parklets are a natural fit. 

The continuation of the Parklet Program is not just about aesthetics—it’s about reinforcing a people-first approach 
to city life, supporting small businesses, and building a town that prioritizes community over cars. I encourage the 
City of Healdsburg to continue investing in this program to protect and enhance the qualities that make our town  
so special. 

Thank you for your dedication to creating a Healdsburg that is not only beautiful, but also inclusive,  
walkable, and vibrant. 

Warmly, 
Noah Jeppson 



From: Raina Allan
To: Lani Buckheit
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Parklets
Date: Monday, April 7, 2025 10:07:34 AM
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Hi Lani,

Here is another one.

________________________________________
RAINA ALLAN, CMC, CPMC | City Clerk/Public Information Officer
City of Healdsburg | City Manager’s Office
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 431-3316
rallan@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov

From: Scott Mann <smann@Healdsburg.gov> 
Sent: Monday, April 7, 2025 10:00 AM
To: Larry Zimmer <lzimmer@Healdsburg.gov>
Cc: Raina Allan <rallan@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] - Parklets

Anti Healdsburg running Company Parklet

Thank You

Scott Mann
Public Works Engineering Technician
City of Healdsburg | Public Works
401 Grove Street, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Office: (707) 473-4469 | Mobile (707) 303-5494
smann@healdsburg.gov | healdsburg.gov



 
From: dmasonacct@comcast.net <dmasonacct@comcast.net> 
Sent: Monday, April 7, 2025 9:47 AM
To: Publicworks <Publicworks@Healdsburg.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] - Parklets
 

[CAUTION:] This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

 
I’d like to share my opinion regarding the parklets in Healdsburg. Overall, I love them because I
believe they enhance the charm of this city and my guess is that it increases the revenue for the
business and for the city.
However, there is one parklet that I would prefer not having and that’s Healdsburg Running
Company. I know they are really good people and they do a lot of community work but I prefer that
parklets are just for restaurants and wineries. Having a store’s inventory displayed in a parklet is not
something I believe enhances the charm of the city, plus there is always a need for parking,
 
Best Regards,
Debbie Mason
Accounting Consultant

 



 

 

Corey Rawdon 
 

Healdsburg, California, 95448 
Mobile:  
Email: corey.rawdon@gmail.com 

7 April 2025 

 
City of Healdsburg 
Public Works Department 
401 Grove Street 
Healdsburg, California, 95448 
publicworks@healdsburg.gov 

Dear City Officials, 

The parklet program launched in January 2023 by the City of Healdsburg has 
been a beacon of vibrancy in the city’s core that has visibly increased foot 
traffic, created microclimates of palpable energy around businesses that have 
spread to surrounding areas, and has increased space for residents and 
visitors alike to enjoy our city’s businesses. Our city anecdotally feels more 
alive and empirically there have been tangible monetary benefits to the city 
and local businesses. I am happy to lend my ardent support for this program 
and encourage you to authorize its continuation and its expansion. 

There will be voices of opposition that will coalesce around one common 
negative talking point: that parklets remove needed parking spaces. If we 
apply rational and critical thinking to this talking point it is quickly rendered to 
be moot. 1/ As of 2018 there are 530 parking spaces in designated parking lots 
all within a standard two city block radius of the plaza. These lots are in 
addition to the parking spaces on the streets surrounding the plaza within the 
same radius. 2/ Parklets have removed approximately 40 spaces from 
available street parking with all of them being directly in front of businesses 
utilizing the parklet. Walking half a city block opens anyone to a street where 
that number of available spaces is not only available but typically unoccupied 
except on the busiest of days in the city. And 3/ commuters who use their own 
vehicle walk an average of 164 steps to enter a retail store from a parking lot in 
towns surrounding us where there are big box retailers–this is approximately 
0.1 miles or 528 feet. The distance from the plaza to any of the city’s parking 
lots is less than 600 feet–with two large lots being within 250 feet. Any 
argument that our city lacks available parking should be met with the highest 
amount of skepticism and debate that uses factual and empirical evidence–as 
I have posited here. There will be those who lack the faculty to accept the 

 



 

 

factual evidence–it is imperative that you do not give way to emotional or 
irrational fear, uncertainty, and doubt with regards to parklets. 

Put simply: parklets have not removed needed parking spaces. 

I strongly urge you to lend your continued support to this program and to 
expand it. 

Cheers, 

Corey Rawdon 












